ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION 
OF THE 

DRY CREEK RANCHERIA 


PREAMBLE 


We, the Indians of the Dry Creek Rancheria, in order to establish a formal 
organization and to promote the general welfare of our people in building 
unity, development of tribal lands, creation of resources and other human 
development as deemed necessary, do hereby adopt the following Articles of 
Association. 


The jurisdiction of the Tribal Council shall extend to the land now and 
hereafter comprised within the Dry Creek Rancheria. 


The general membership shall consist of all those persons in the following 
categories, who have completed an application for membership. 

A. Persons : living on the effective day of this document whose 
names appear on the census of the Indians in, near and up Dry Creek • 
from Healdsburg and on the census of Indians in and near Gevserville 
included in a letter dated June 4, 1915, from John J. Terrell, Special 
Indian Agent, to Hon. Cato Sells, Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

B. Persons living on the effective date of this document, and those 
born thereafter whose ancestors are named on the census rolls described 
in (a) above, regardless of whether the named ancestors are living or 
deceased, 

C. Spouses of members who hold valid assignments on the rancheria, 
providing the, spouse is a California Indian. 

D. Persons who meet the requirements of A, E and C above, shall be 
ineligible for membership if they have been affiliated with any 
other tribe, band or group to the extent of being included on a 
formal membership roll, have received an allotment or formal assign- 
ment of land or have been named as a distributee or dependent family 
roGTObor of a distributee in a reservation distribution plan. 


ARTICLE I - NAME 


The name of this organization shall be the Dry Creek Rancheria Trib al 
Council-, hereinafter referred to as the Tribal Council. 





ARTICLE II - TERRITORY 


ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP 


i 


E. The Board of Directors, as provided for in Article XV, shall 
keep the membership roll current by removing the names of persons 
who became ineligible for membership, or who relinquish their 
membership in writing, and by adding the names of new members. 


ARTICLE XV - GOVERNING BODY 

The governing body shall be the Tribal Council, which shall consist of 
all members eighteen (18) years of age or over. Subject to any limitations 
imposed by the applicable statutes of the United States or the State of 
California, all powers and responsibilities shall be vested in the Tribal 
Council which may delegate powers to the Board of Directors. The Tribal 
Council shall elect from its membership a Board of Directors consisting 
of a Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary-Treasurer and two (2) delegates, 
and such other temporary or permanent committees as are deemed necessary 
by the Tribal Council. 


ARTICLE V - MEETINGS 

Meetings of the Tribal Council will be held during the months of April 
and September of each year, at times and places to be prescribed by the 
Chairman. Special meetings may be called by the Chairman or by any two 
(2) members of the Board of Directors, provided that seven (7) days 
notice be given stating the purpose of the meeting. No business shall 
be conducted in the absence of a quorum consisting of not less than 
t wenty five ( £ 5 % ) percent of the voting membership. 

-UWe,- (j5 %) 

ARTICLE VI - VOTING RIGHTS & ELECTIONS 

Any member of the Tribal Council, eighteen (18) years of age or older shall 
have the right to vote and if duly nominated and elected may hold office. 
All elections, whether for office or referendum, shall be by secret ballot. 
Notice of an election shall be given in writing seven (7) days prior to 
the election day. Nomination of officers shall be held each two years at 
the tribal council meeting in September. The date for the election is to 
be selected at this meeting. A member must be present at the site of the 
election to vote. 


ARTICLE VII - BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

The Board of Directors shall take such actions as are necessary to carry 
into effect the ordinances, resolutions, or other directions of the Tribal 
Council, represent the community in all negotiations with local, state and 
federal governments and shall faithfully adivse the Tribal Council of all 
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such negotiations. Members of the Board of Directors shall hold office 
for two years, or until their successors are duly elected and installed. 

If an officer shall die, resign, be found guilty of a felony, or be 
recalled from office, the vacancy so created shall be filled by the 
Board of Directors at its next meeting, and the replacement shall serve 
out the unexpired term of office of his predecessor. \va-V ( 
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ARTICLE VIII - MEETINGS OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

The Board of Directors shall meet once a month at a time and place set 
by the Chairman. Notice of meeting shall be given at least 48 hours 
in advance either by mail or verbal communication. Special meetings 
shall be convened on call of the Chairman or by two (2) board members, 

Written notice, stating the purpose of the meeting must be given 24 
hours in advance of the meeting date, A quorum shall consist of three 
(3) members, and no business shall be conducted in the absence of a 
quorum. 


ARTICLE IX - ASSIGNMENTS 

The power of the Tribal Council to make assignments of land on the Dry 
Creek Rancheria shall be set forth in an assignment ordinance, passed 
by Idle Tribal Council and approved by the Secretary of the Interior or 
his authorized representative. Members who own a home or are buying a 
home off the rancheria will not be eligible for an assignment on the 
rancheria. 


ARTICLE X - BILL OF RIGHTS 

The protection guaranteed to persons by Title II of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1968 (82 Stat. 73) against actions of a tribe in the exercise of 
its powers of self-government shall apply to the Dry Creek Rancheria, 
its officers and all persons within its jurisdiction. 


ARTICLE XI - DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

A. The chairman of the Board of Directors shall preside at all meetings 
of the Tribal Council and of the Board of Directors, and shall execute 
on behalf of the rancheria all contracts, leases, or other documents 
approved by the Tribal Council. He shall have general supervision of 
all other officers, employees and committees of the rancheria and see 
that their duties are properly performed. When neither the Tribal 
Council nor the Board of Directors is in session, he shall be the 
official representative of the rancheria. 

B, The vice-chairman shall assist the chairman when called upon to do so, 
and in the absence of the chairman he shall have the duties of that officer. 
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C. The secretary-treasurer shall keep the minutes of all meetings and 
shall attest to the enactment of all resolutions and ordinances. Copies 
of all minutes, resolutions, and ordinances shall be submitted by him to 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs as soon after enactment as possible, The 
secretary-treasurer shall carry out the financial directives of the Tribal 
Council, recieve all local monies of the rancheria, and keep an accurate 
account of the receipts and disbursements. Funds shall be deposited in 
the rancheria account in a local bank selected by the Tribal Council where 
depositors' funds are insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, 
All disbursements shall be made by check in accordance with resolutions of 
the Tribal Council and shall be co-signed by the chairman or the vice- 
chairman in the absence of the chairman. The secretary-treasurer shall 
file a bond satisfactory to the Tribal Council and the Area Director, 
when either are of the opinion sufficient funds have accumulated in the 
rancheria treasury. The Tribal Council shall authorize payment of the 
annual bond premium from the local rancheria funds, The secretary-treasurer 
shall give a financial report to the Tribal Council at each meeting, and 
all financial records shall be available for inspection by any member of 
the Dry Creek Indian Rancheria and by representatives of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, 

ARTICLE XII - ADOPTION 

The Articles of Association shall be effective upon approval of the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Within sixty (60) days after the document 
has been approved, the Tribal Council shall elect a Board of Directors, 
pursuant to Articles IV and VI of these articles, 

ARTICLE XIII - AMENDMENTS 

The Articles of Association may be amended by a majority vote of. the 
eligible voters of the Tribal Council, provided at least f4*f tv-onc cent 
(3 5H;) r of the eligible voters participate in a referendum election called 
for that purpose, A referendum election to amend the Articles of 
Association must be preceded by a duly called meeting of the Tribal 
Council at which the proposed amendment has been explained, 
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CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION 








The undersigned certifies that the foregoing Articles of Association were 
adopted at a referendum election held September 13, 1972, which election 
was participated in by a majority of the adult Indians of the Dry Creek 
Rancheria, resulting in a vote of 17 for, and 0 against. 



^Ot'is J v /LozintO. .Ch.n’rann 

Dry Creel Rancheria 



APPROVAL 


The foregoing Articles of Association of the Dry Creek Rancheria, 
adopted September 13, 1972, are hereby approved with the understanding 
that (1) Public Law 280 is applicable to Territory; (2) that the word 
"ancestors" as it appears in Section B of Article III means lineal 
ancestors; and (3) that the felonious conviction justifying removal 
of an official from office under Article VII of these Articles of 
Association must occur during the term of office from which the official 
is to be removed. 


WILLIAM L. ROGERS 

Assistant Secretary of the Interior 

Denuty 

Date: April 16> 1973 


Washington, D. C. 


DEY CREEK RMICHZEIA 


NO'i 


:D EV 


JJ. 


J<Ai 
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Sonoma County, Calif oraia 


RESOLUTION 


^ 7 - 2 - 


R2: Amendment to Articles of Association 


VHEREA3 , on September 13, 1972, the Dry Creek Ranckeria Indians adopted 
Articles of Association, in order to establish a formal organisation 
and to promote the general welfare of the people, said Articles of 
Association being made effective upon approval by the Assistant 
Secretary of the Interior on April 16, 1973, and 

tTtiCRjELVS * Article I recites that the name of the organlretion shall be 
the Dry Creek Ranchcrla Tribal Council and Article IV states that the 
Tribal Council shall consist of all members over IS years of age. This 
wording automatically excludes any one under 18 frea being a member of 
the organisation, and 

WHEREAS, it was recomended that Article I be amended to include all 
persona under IS years of age. 

I 

KCTJ THEREFORE HE IT RESOLVED, that Article I be amended to read "The 
name of this organisation shall be the Dry Creek Rancher la." 


CERTIFICATION 

The undersigned certifies that the foregoing resolution, was adopted at 

a referendum election held iv-ar , 197J? thick election was 

participated in by a majority o£"*the eligible voters of the Dry Creek 

Rancher ia , by a vote of / <S " for". O " against” and C> 

"abstaining”, and that said resolution has net been rescinded or 
amended in any way. 






/ 



\ 
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APPROVAL 


i, William e. finale. / , Sacramento Area Director, 

Bureau of Indian Affairs, Sacramento, California, by virtue of 
the authority granted to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs by 
Article XII of the Articles of Association of the Dry Creek 
Rancheria and redelegated to me by 10 BIAM 3.1, do hereby approve 
foregoing amendment I to the Articles of Association of the 
Dry Creek Rancheria. 

fa, 

Area Director 


Sacramento, California 
Date: AUG 2 9 1977 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Sacramento Area Office 
2800 Cottage Way 
Sacramento, California 95825 


Tribal Operations 
076*2 Dry Creek 


AUG 2 9 197f 

Mr* Richard H. Burcell 

Superintendent, Central California Agency 
Dear Mr. Burcell: 

Resolution No. 77-2 adopted by the Dry Creek Rancheria on May 22, 
1977, sets forth an amendment to its Articles of Association. 

In that the Articles of Association have never been amended, the 
present amendment will be numbered Amendment I. This amendment 
amends Article I - Name, by changing the name to the Dry Creek 
Rancheria. 

Amendment I to the Articles of Association of the Dry Creek 
Rancheria is hereby approved and returned for delivery to the 
community. As provided in Article XII of the Articles, the 
amendment becomes effective this date. 


Sincerely yours, 

* Area Director 


Enclosure 



UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Central California Agency 
1800 Tribute Road 
Post Office Box 15740 
Sacramento, California 95813 


Tribal Operations 
076.2 Dry Creek 
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Ms. Amy L. Cardona, Chairperson 
Dry Creek Rancheria 
P.O. Box 413 

Geyserville , California 95411 
Dear Ms. Cardona: 

For your information and to be placed in the files of the 
Dry Creek Rancheria is the original of the resolution and the 
original of approval of Amendment I to the Articles of 
Association of the Dry Creek Rancheria. Also enclosed is a 
copy of the letter sent to the Superintendent from the 
Area Director. 

Please note that the amendment became effective the date of 
approval, August 29, 1977. 

Sincerely yours, 

( SGDJ Frank L Haggerty. Jr. 

Frank L. Haggerty, Jr. 

Acting Superintendent 


Enclosures 



iDivision of Tribal Government Services, Washington, D.C. 
Attn: Patricia Simmons, Tribal Relations 


